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Abstract: 

  

The Australian Access Federation (AAF) provides a framework and support infrastructure to facilitate trusted 

electronic communications and collaboration within and between universities and research institutions in 

Australia. This means that staff, students and researchers from one university can collaborate with other staff, 

students and researchers using another institution’s system or service that is connected to the Federation. The 

AAF connects over one million identities to a growing number of services that support teaching, learning and 

research. 

This Birds of a Feather is intended to be held in a smaller collaborative setting where the audience can interact 

with the presenters.  The BOF will  begin by the AAF  briefly providing an overview of its recently developed tools 

and services for assisting Identity Providers and Service Providers to connect their systems to the Federation, 

including:   

 Rapid Connect – a simple approach (using PaaS like Heroku and Google App Engine) to connect 

applications to the AAF without the need for Shibboleth; 

 Enhanced Client or Proxy (ECP) – designed for clients such as desktop applications, and anything else that 

isn’t a browser; 

 AAF Virtual Home (VH) – –allows trusted external partners access to the resources they need. Ideal for 

collaborative research facilities to manage user identities for international, government and industry-

based researchers; and 

 Federation Status – a monitoring solution that acts as an early warning system by monitoring Identity 

Provider and Service Provider infrastrucutre centrally at the AAF. 

The remainder of the session will be opened up to Q & A to answer any questions relating to the tools and services 

that the AAF provides.  
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Terry Smith.  Terry is the Australian Access Federation Technical Manager. In early 2009 Terry managed the AAF 

Pilot project that boot-strapped today's AAF operation. Terry is responsible for the ongoing operation of the 

federation and for providing support and training activities to the AAF subscriber community. Terry is an 

experienced IT professional who has been working in Identity and Access Management in the tertiary sector for 

more than 25 years. 

Bradley Beddoes. Bradley is the Australian Access Federation Technical Architect and responsible for the design 

and implementation of AAF software and system architectures. He has worked on delivering secure, standards 

focused web applications and redundant, scalable IT architectures for the past 10 years for higher education and 

private sector clients within Australia and abroad. 


